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be said, at the same time, that they were a most turbulent people,
and that it would require much trouble to realize it. The other
members held the Settlement in derision.
I My friend Mr. Holland soon after Informed me that he had made
up his mind not to return to Sylhet    I then for the first time went
to my friend Mr. Rous, our resident, and laid my wishes before him
as to succeeding Mr. Holland in 'his appointment.    He answered that
he would be happy to forward my views, but that he saw little pro-
spect of my success, being the youngest member in the Settlement.
I owned the difficulty was great, but said, " Should my name be pro-
posed in Council by the opposite party, I hope it may meet with your
concurrence?"    To this he cheerfully consented.    Thus were two
members gained; I had only to look for a third to obtain a majority,
and I addressed myself to John Shakespear, who had at that time the
lead in Council.    I found that gentleman well inclined to serve me,
and he promised his support, under the stipulation that I would
provide for two of his dependents.    That I, of course, agreed to, and
this same gentleman  proposed my name  next day in  Council to
succeed Mr. Holland, who resigned.    This was unanimously agreed
to, but it had the effect of creating much discontent among the junior
servants of the Settlement, who were all my seniors.
I1  had now attained the summit of my ambition, and bade adieu to
Dacca, where I had lived for upwards of two years with much comfort
and satisfaction.    Proceeding down the river for twenty miles, we
stopped at Firinghi Bazar.    At this place the Dacca river, which is
a branch of the Ganges, joins the great Brahmaputra; when both
united, they are known by the name of Meghna, and form one of the
largest rivers in the world.    This river I had now to ascend for many
miles; but as the periodical rains had set in, the whole country ex-
hibited a most melancholy and, desolate appearance, being involved in
a general deluge.    This sudden rise of water Is not occasioned by the
rains that fall in the adjoining country, but by the melting of the
snow and ice early in the summer in the Himalaya and other lofty
mountains In Tartary, Assam, Thibet, etc., all of which furnish their
tributary streams, and assist in overflowing the lower provinces of
Bengal, laying the whole country for three months of the year under
water, and, similar to the Nile, fertilizing the land for the ensuing
crops.    I shall not, therefore, be disbelieved when  I say that, in
pointing my boat towards Sylhet, I had recourse to my compass, the
same as at sea, and steered a straight course through a lake not less
than one hundred miles in extent, occasionally passing through villages
built on artificial mounds, but so scanty was the ground that each
house had a canoe attached to it.    The inhabitants, of course, live in
much misery during the rains.
' In crossing this country, I frequently passed through fields of wild
rice, forming the most beautiful verdure, so thick as to exclude the
appearance of water. The herbage giving way to the boat as it advanced,
and again rising immediately behind it, formed a very novel scene ;